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   CDA Mission Statement 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principal of faith working through love in 
the promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all.   

National Website: catholicdaughters.org 

 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Thursday, January 4 

Monthly Meeting 

 

Sunday, January 7 

Feast of the Epiphany 

 

Tuesday, January 16 

CDA Book Club 

 

Thursday, February 1 

Monthly Meeting 

 

Saturday, February 3 

Souper Bowl 

 

Tuesday, February 20 

CDA Book Club 

2018 

  
 

Regent Message: 
 

My dear sisters in Christ, 
 

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and are ready to start the new year off 

right.  Every January, I feel like I’ve just opened a brand new, blank journal, that 

I can’t wait to fill up with experiences, hopes, achievements, and sometimes 

even sadness.  As the year ends, I enjoy reflecting on the year and planning how 

I can try to do better in the coming year.  Of course, I am only following what 

God has planned for me, but when I think about all that has happened and all 

the possibilities that lay ahead, I am certainly grateful for the blessings I have 

received.  I hope your journal of 2018 is filled with joy, laughter, and most of all, 

love.  Happy New Year!! 

     In Unity and Charity, 

Lori Hester 

 

Feast of the Epiphany 
 

The Feast of the Epiphany brings a close to the celebration of Christmas.  It also  

commemorates the visitation of the Magi, or the Three Wise Men, who brought 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to Jesus.  It is a custom 

in the Greek and Latin Churches to bless one’s home on this 

feast day.  Many churches celebrate this custom by blessing 

pieces of chalk at Mass for parishioners to take home with 

them.  The chalk is used to inscribe a blessing over the front 

door of their home.   
 

This coming year, the inscription would read 20+C+M+B+18.  The first and last 

numbers represent the new year, 2018.  The four “crosses” represent the direc-

tions North, South, East and West and symbolize that the newborn Christ is the 

Savior of all the world.  The letters C, M, and B represent the names of the Magi: 

Casper, Melchoir and Balthazar.  The letters can also  represent the prayer of 

blessing in Latin: Christus Mansionem Benedicat which means “may Christ bless 

this dwelling”.  
       Source: Father Minehan 

 

http://www.catholicdaughters.org
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Karen Kielbasinski Karen Kielbasinski 

 

Our December monthly meeting brought us together for a lovely evening.  
Dinner tables were decorated with vases full of Christmas ornaments and 
white poinsettias, with party favors of chocolates for everyone.   We had time 
to socialize, relax and enjoy Jeanie Orencia’s punch, before a very brief busi-
ness meeting.  After the meeting, we enjoyed a buffet dinner with sandwich-
es, chips, fruit, cheese, vegetables and dip, and a tray full of cookies for des-
sert.   
 
After dinner, we got busy wrapping the gifts our Santa’s Helpers bought for 
our Durham Nativity School (DNS) student and family.  This is the second year 
our Court has sponsored a DNS student through funds raised specifically for 
our Christmas Projects.  The funds raised bought wonderful gifts for our DNS 
student Sergio, and his two sisters, Brissa and Estafany.   
 
After the wrapping was complete and everyone was full of food and cookies, 
we loaded the three big Christmas bags full of gifts, one for each child, into 
Lori Hester’s sleigh!   
 
In addition to their gifts of clothes and shoes, games and candy, Lori Hester 
and Muriel Rioux shopped for groceries for the family, filling six shopping bags 
full of food. 
 
Many thanks to Santa’s Helpers;  Lori Hester, Jeanie McIntyre, Brenda  
Spizzo, Sue Harris, Muriel Rioux and Rose Hess for taking the time  
to find such beautiful gifts for our DNS family.  And thank you  
again to Muriel Rioux who helped coordinate  
this effort.   
 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Spizzo 

The first Friday in December was a fun filled evening with 
dinner and line dance lessons with ladies from our sister 
court, Court Ave Maria of Chapel Hill. 
 

Five ladies from Durham and seven ladies from Chapel 
Hill met for a wonderful dinner at Venerable Rotisserie 
Bistro on Main Street in downtown Carrboro.  After dinner 
we walked across the street to the Carrboro Century Cen-
ter, for our one hour and a half of line dance lessons.  Our 
memories were refreshed on a few line dance moves and 
we learned several new ones. 
 

It was good to get together with our sisters from Chapel 
Hill!  A great time was had by all! 



3 

 

January Monthly Meeting  
 

Our first meeting in 2018 is our January meeting on 
Thursday, January 4 in the San Damiano trailer at Im-
maculate Conception. Rosary starts at 6:30 pm and the 
meeting will begin at 7:00 pm.  Mary Hilchey will present 
our third spiritual segment on “Getting to Know the New 
Saints”.  She will be introducing us to Saint Hildegard de 
Bingen.  After the business meeting, we will be having a 
“White Elephant” Gift Exchange.  So, if Santa gave you a 

gift that you would not mind parting with; 
wrap it up,  bring  it to the meeting, and 
join in the fun.  Even if you don’t bring a 
gift, we are sure you will enjoy this game.  

 

February Monthly Meeting 
 

Our February meeting will be held on Thursday, Febru-
ary 1 in the San Damiano trailer at Immaculate Concep-
tion.  Join us at 6:30 pm for the Rosary. The meeting will 
start at 7:00 pm.  Our  spiritual segment on “Getting to 
Know the New Saints” continues with Cecilia Koble‘s 
presentation on Saint Teresa of Calcutta.  Once the busi-
ness part of the meeting ends, we will be getting togeth-

er to play the game “Left-Center-Right”.  
This a very easy  dice game to learn and 
so much fun to play!  You will need to 
bring $1.50 to play one game; $3 for 
two games and $4.50 for three games.  

LCR is a very simple and fast-paced dice game.  Each 
game has one winner who wins all the money in the cen-
ter pot!  All winners must keep their winnings; you can-
not donate them to the court.  It is sure to be a night of 
fun entertainment and we look forward to seeing every-
one! 
 
CDA Book Club 
 

Our Book Club meets at 6:15 pm in the 
Youth Room in the Olive Tree Building at 
Immaculate Conception.  Everyone brings 
either a light appetizer or dessert to share with the 
group, and we enjoy a relaxing evening sharing our 
thoughts on the book.  Even if you haven’t had the 
chance to read the current month’s selection please join 
us for our social time together!  

 
The book selection for Tuesday, January 16 is 
Testament of Youth, a memoir of the First 
World War written by Vera Brittain who served 
as a nurse.  Sue Harris will lead this discussion.   
 

The book selection for Tuesday, February 20 is 
Empire Falls, by Richard Russo.  This novel won 
the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2002. It is set in 
a fictional, small blue-collar town in Maine.  
Ann Elliott will lead this discussion. 
 

 

Annual Feast of Santo Niño  
 
The 20th Annual Feast of Santo Niño will be held on January 21, 
2018 at 1:30 PM at Holy Infant Catholic Church at 5000 South Park 
Drive in Durham. All are invited to come.  
 
The celebration will include a Sinulog procession, blessing of the 
statues of the Holy Infant, and Holy Mass. You may bring your stat-
ues to be blessed during the ceremony.  A light reception will follow.  
 
Please bring unwrapped gifts for infants to the celebration to be do-
nated to Pregnancy Support Services.  Items requested are warm 
clothing sizes 0-24 months, diapers, receiving blankets, hooded tow-
els and washcloths, feeding bottles, and pacifiers.  If you are unable 
to attend but would like to donate an item for Pregnancy Support 
Services, please bring to the January 4 meeting and Dee Stevenson 
will collect the donations. 
  
For questions, please contact Dee Stevenson at 919-294-9478 or 
email stevia13@aol.com. 

The image is one of the most beloved and 
recognizable Christian icons in the Philip-
pines.  It was given as a baptismal gift by 
the explorer Ferdinand Magellan in 1521 
and is believed to be miraculous.  
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Our next 50/50 Raffle will be held at our January 

Meeting. Tickets are at 2 for $1 and winner is 

drawn at the end of the meeting! 

 

The Court is supporting our military through the 

organization Any Soldier. At the end of the year 

we will send supplies to troops from North Caroli-

na that are serving our country overseas.  

 

For more information on this military organization 

see website www.anysoldier.com. 

50/50 Monthly Raffle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A great many people are trying to make peace, but 

that has already been done.  God has not left it for us 

to do; all we have to do is enter into it.”    
   

                        Quote by D. L. Moody 

 

 
Thank You, Lord, for this opportunity to bask in the 

peace that You offer. 
 

As I sit here in the woods, listening to the creek gen-

tly bubbling over the stones,  
 

I am reminded how Your presence in my life soothes, 
even in the midst of chaos in the world. 
 

I'm glad I have Your peace! 
 

                     Gentle Peace Prayer by Rachel Quillin 
 

 

 

Joanne Kochis 

January Birthday Wishes 

Court Durham would like to wish the following  
members a blessed and happy birthday! 

 

January 4 Linda Allen  

January 15 Jeanie McIntyre 

January 21 Chris Anderson 

January 31 Carolyn Strain 

 
 

 

 
 

 

We extend our deepest sympathy to our sister, 

Dee Stevenson, and her family.  Dee’s brother, 

Ben, passed way December 5 in the Philippines. 

 

We also extend our deepest sympathy to our 

sister, Ruth Kuhn and her family.  Ruth’s hus-

band, David, passed away December 12.  There 

are plans for a Memorial Mass in the future.   

 

Please keep our sisters and their fami-
lies in your prayers.    
 

Sympathy 

The Lord is close to 
the brokenhearted 

and saves those who 
are crushed  

in spirit. 
 

Psalm 34:18 
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National Education Contest  
Open to CDA Members  

Jeannie Orencia  

 

As Local Education Contest Chairman I encourage you to 
enter the Education Contest in the areas of poetry and/
or photography. Catholic Daughter members may 
choose between two themes for their entry.  The 
themes are “The Lord Has Done Great Things For Us, We 
Are Filled With Joy, Psalm 126” or “Finding Joy In My 
Life.”  All entries MUST be original.  Your poem or photo 
must clearly depict the theme you have chosen.  
 

Poems may not be more than 8 lines but can be any 
style.  Photos must measure 8” by 10” in either color or 
black and white. It may not be a collage.  
 

The deadline for entries is February 15, 2018, but you 
may bring your entry to me at our monthly meeting 
Thursday, February 1.  Entry forms are available through 
me, or online at catholicdaughters.org by scrolling down 
to Education Contest Forms on the Home Page.  All rules 
are explained in detail on the website as well as the ru-
brics being used by the judges.  
 

First Place winners at the Local Level will be entered into 
the State Contest, and the First Place winners from State 
Level will be entered into the National Education Con-
test. 
 

If you have any questions please contact me directly at  
(919) 593-7145 or email at jomcintyre@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 
NFL Super Bowl LII will be played Sunday February 4, 
2018.  The Souper Bowl of Caring, a non-profit organiza-
tion, has asked churches to participate in an internation-
al effort to refocus the world’s biggest football weekend 
into a weekend of “loving God, loving our neighbor” by 
collecting money to fight hunger and poverty in their 
communities.  For the past 22 years, we have participat-
ed in this event.  
 

The Harris Teeter on Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., in 
Durham is once again allowing us to collect on Saturday, 
February 3, 2018 with our Soup Pots!  100% of all dona-
tions collected will go to our local Durham Urban Minis-
tries Community Café.  The “Love Fund” from Immacu-
late Conception on that weekend will also be given to us 
for our collections.  The Harris Teeter has two entrances 
and we would like to have two ladies at each door.  We 
will be standing outside so you will need to dress appro-
priately.  
 

Please sign up at the January Meeting for the time slot 
you will be able to be at the Harris Teeter.  If you will not 
be able to attend the meeting, and would like to sign up, 
please contact Brenda Spizzo at (919) 491-0703 or email 
her at bspizzo@gmail.com. 

 

A  
NEW  

YEAR’S  
PRAYER  

FOR  
CATHOLIC  

DAUGHTERS 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is 

hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where 

there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 

there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be con-

soled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be 

loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in par-

doning that we are pardoned, it is in dying that we are born 

to eternal life. Amen. —St. Francis of Assisi 
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NATIONAL NEWS STATE NEWS LOCAL NEWS 

IC Women’s Retreat 
 
“In Storms and Stillness-Women Anchored 
in Christ” is the theme for the 2018 ICC 
Annual Women’s Retreat. It will be at the 
retreat center at Fort Caswell, Oak Island 
in Brunswick County. Led by Father Jude 
Siciliano, OP, the retreat begins about 4:30 
pm on Friday, January 19 and will conclude 
at 1 pm on Sunday, January 21. 
 
Scriptures and other means will be used to 
explore the ways we are anchored to Christ 
and to each other. Opportunities to ex-
press your spirituality through prayer, mu-
sic, crafting and other activities will be 
provided. In addition, you will have time to 
relax and renew in beautiful surroundings 
through beach walks, yoga, massage or 
simply time alone for meditation. 
 
The fee of $160 includes two nights shared 
lodging, all retreat sessions and materials, 
journal and all meals. There is a $75 sup-
plement if you wish to be in a single room. 
This is due in full by January 8. Partial fi-
nancial assistance may be available to pa-
rishioners based on need. Contact Maryann 
Crea in the parish office at (919) 682-3449 
x270.  
 
Registration forms are available in the 
Gathering Space at Immaculate Concep-
tion. Registration forms and checks should 
be mailed to Mary Ann DeFlaviis, 7330 
Abron Drive, Durham, NC 27713. The ab-
solute deadline is January 8, but registra-
tions are accepted on a ‘first  received” 
policy and there is often a wait list for at-
tending. 

2018 March for Life - Love Saves Lives 
 
January 20, 2018 marks the 45th Anniver-
sary of Roe vs. Wade decision by the Su-
preme Court which legalized abortion in our 
country.  

 
In advance of the March for Life, the Cath-
olic Daughters plan to attend the Solemn 
Opening Mass of the National Prayer Vigil 
for Life which will 
be celebrated at 
The Basilica of 
the National 
Shrine of the 
Immaculate Con-
ception on Thurs-
day, January 18 at 5:30 pm. National Chap-
lain Timothy Cardinal Dolan will be the 
main celebrant and homilist.  

 
The March itself will begin on the National 
Mall at approximately 1:00 pm on Friday, 
January 19 following a musical program 
and rally.  

 
The Catholic Daughters will meet at the 
National Museum of Natural History located 
at the intersection of 10th St. & Constitu-
tion Ave. NW, in Washington, DC. They 
plan to meet in the Atrium Café on the 
ground floor of the museum at 12:30 pm to 
warm up before they begin to March at 
1:00.  

 
If you are not able to attend please pray 
for the safety and the success of those 
attending the 2018 March for Life. 

 
Source: December CDA National Quarterly 

NC Right to Life Prayer Breakfast 
 
The North Carolina Right to Life Prayer 
Breakfast for Life - 2018 will be its 19th 
year - has become 
a very popular 
annual event for 
pro-life advocates 
and legislators 
from across North Carolina. By providing 
information, inspiration, and fellowship to 
bolster pro-life efforts for the new year, the 
prayer breakfast is a must-attend event for 
all who work to protect the members of 
our human family from conception to natu-
ral death. 

The prayer breakfast will be held on Satur-
day, January 13, 2018 at the Doubletree by 
Hilton, Brownstone-University. The hotel is 
located at 1707 Hillsborough Street in Ra-
leigh. The doors open at 9:00 am, buffet 
begins at 9:30 am and the program starts 
at 10:00 am and ends by noon. 

The featured speaker is Raleigh resident 
Hannah Rose Allen who has a degree in 
Crisis Counseling from Liberty University. 

Preregistration is required by January 9. 
Individual registration is $35, a married 
couple is $60, and students and seniors are 
$30 each. Registration may be made by 
mail with a check to “NCRTL Events” and 
mailed to P O Box 9282, Greensboro, NC 
27429-0282. Phone registration may be 
made with a credit card by calling (336) 
274-5433. Name tags will be printed for all 
guests and will be at the door.  

Officers 2016—2018 Term 
 

    Regent     Lori Hester                  (919) 946-2270      lahester324@gmail.com 
    Vice Regent    Karen Kielbasinski                 (919) 220-1506      kkielbasinski@hotmail.com 
    Recording Secretary    Renata Hartman                 (919) 237-1813      renatahartman@yahoo.com 
    Financial Secretary    Rose Hess                  (919) 667-7448      rosecuculichess@gmail.com 
    Treasurer     Dee Stevenson                 (919) 294-9478      stevia13@aol.com 
 

    District Deputy  Maryann Grabasky           608 Pleasant Drive, Greensboro, NC 27410            (336) 299-7151 
    Court Chaplain  Unassigned at this time. 
 
 

This newsletter is published and edited by Lori Hester and Karen Kielbasinski. 
     Lori Hester   Karen Kielbasinski 

 4306 Miller Drive  2201 Farthing Street 
                                                                  Durham, NC 27704                      Durham, NC 27704 
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