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Immaculate Conception Parish 
Stewardship Opportunities 2026 

Immaculate Conception Parish is a Roman Catholic community in downtown 

Durham pastored by Franciscan friars. We are a multi-cultural and stewardship parish called, gifted 

and sent to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ through worship, parish-wide faith formation, our 

parish school, pastoral care, and living the church's social teaching. 
 

Our Stewardship is led by our Pastor, Fr. Manuel Viera and Parochial Vicars Fr. Hugh Macsherry and Fr. Gonzalo Torres, 

and our Deacon Gerry Chávez. 
 

Immaculate Conception Parish Office ...............................(919) 682-3449 

Parish Council ......................................................................Nelson Caraballo caridavg@gmail.com  

Finance Council ....................................................................Charlie Mader charlie.e.mader@gmail.com  

Latino Council ......................................................................Rotating leaders 

JPIC Council  .......................................................................Ken Chiha Ext. 293 chihak@icdurham.org  

Immaculata School...............................................................(919) 682-5847 

Principal ................................................................................Patrick Kurz ext. 222 kurzp@icdurham.org   
Administration .....................................................................Melissa Provost ext. 288 provostm@icdurham.org  

Advancement.......................................................................  Kathy Badillo ext. 284 badillok@icdurham.org 
 

Stewardship 
Communications Committee...............................................Fabian Hernandez ext. 281 hernandezf@icdurham.org  
Help coordinate the communication efforts of the parish  

Welcoming Committee.........................................................June Mader (919) 490-1348 jfm4795@gmail.com  

Welcome new parishioners and help all parishioners—new and established—discern their gifts in leading a Stewardship way of life. 
 

Stewardship Committee ................................................................. Margie Burton ext. 260 burtonm@icdurham.org 

Help make Stewardship come alive in the Parish. Olga Rodriguez ext. 275 rodriguezo@icdurham.org 

 

Liturgy 
Altar Care…………………………………………..Victoria Hurtado (919) 423-8443 
Participate in the sacredness of the Eucharistic Liturgy by caring for the altar linens. 
 

Altar Servers ………………..........................Fr. Hugh Macsherry (919) 282- 0722 macsherryh@icdurham.org 
Boys and girls who have received First Communion in the Catholic Church assist the presider at Sunday or other Masses. 
 

Art/Environment  .................................................................Margie Burton burtonm@icdurham.org    
Help decorate and provide liturgical beautification to our worship space. 
 

Baptism Team ......................................................................Margie Burton burtonm@icdurham.org  
Assist with Baptism class for parents and godparents  
 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion .................Bruce Klitzman klitz@duke.edu  
(Eucharistic Ministers & Coordinators) Distribute the Eucharist during the liturgy.   
 

Lectors ................................................................................................... Jessica Singagliese jessica.delgehausen@gmail.com  
Proclaim the Word of God at weekend liturgies and other liturgical events 

Music Ministry  .................................................................... James Maxson maxsonj@icdurham.org  

Support and lead the congregation in prayer through all types of music. 
 

Ushers ....................................................................................Margie Burton ext. 260 burtonm@icdurham.org  
Be a welcoming presence to those entering the sacred space of the church. Greet, take up the collection, and assist during Communion. 
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Faith Formation 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (“CGS” / “Atrium”) ... Susanne Newman (919) 281-0720 cgs@icdurham.org  

A Montessori-based, wholistic approach to faith formation (ages 0–12 and special needs)                 
 Infant-Toddler Atrium ............................................................ A sacred space for the littlest ones (guided by catechists) 

 Level I-III (ages 3–6, 6–9, & 9–12) Atrium ............................ A place of prayer and work, growing in the love of Jesus 

 Sacramental Preparation (First Communion, OCIA) .......... 2 years in Level II or III, after Level I’s foundation of love 

 Special Needs Atrium ............................................................... Sacramental prep and formation for people with disabilities 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word..........................................Susanne Newman  cgs@icdurham.org         
Lead children ages 3-6 reflect on the Sunday scripture readings through age-appropriate activities during the 9:30am Mass. 
 

Men’s Bible Study “Iron Sharpens Iron” ..........................Neil McManus (919) 698-2624 
A group of men who meet Wednesday mornings 6:45-8:00am as they seek a deeper understanding of scripture and how to live their 

faith in the world   
 

Virtual Bible Study ................................................................... Karen Poglitsch kpoglitsch@sbcglobal.net  
Second and Fourth Tuesdays 11:00AM to 12:30PM.  We will be studying the books of the Bible using the New Collegeville Bible 

Commentary.  New members are welcome. 
 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) …............... Fr. Gonzalo Torres, OFM torresg@icdurham.org  
Assist in the process of an adult becoming a Catholic by serving as a Sponsor.  
 

Wednesday Morning Prayer Group...................................Kathy Straube (919) 383-2757 kmstraube@aol.com  
Meet in thanksgiving and prayer for all of God’s blessings and to pray for everyone’s intentions. 
 

Youth Ministry …........................................Bobby Denne Ext. 250 denneb@icdurham.org  
Provides formation for the teens of our parish in grades 6-12                    

 YM Leader / Assistant ............................................................. help form our teens 

 Chaperones ............................................................................... for retreats, YM events, or stewardship opportunities 

 Service Opportunities .............................................................. check out our list of opportunities on the website 

 Youth Council ........................................................................... provide leadership for our YM program 

 Vacation Bible School .............................................................. help run this program for the children of our parish 
 

Parish Life 
Catholic Daughters..........................................................................Jeanie Orencia Jomintyre@gmail.com  
Catholic women who strive to live their faith by contributing to various outreach programs. Fellowship included! 
 

Cub Scouts ............................................................................ Matt Nash mattnashbsa@gmail.com 
Assist in mentoring boys/youth in character building, citizenship training, leadership and strengthening their relationship with God. 
 

Boy Scouts ............................................................................. Chris Reeves chris@reeveszoo.com 
Assist in mentoring boys/youth in character building, citizenship training, leadership and strengthening their relationship with God. 
 

Venturing………………………………………………….. Jimmy Smedley jimmy.smedley@gmail.com 
Assist in mentoring boys and girls ages 14-21 in character building, citizenship training, leadership, and their relation with God. 
 

Diversity Committee ............................................................Pierre Osei-Owusu (919) 598-8183 
Help highlight the beauty of our diverse cultures by word, music, or perhaps dance at occasional weekend liturgies. 
 

Fifty Plus ...............................................................................Mary Jane Wiethe wiethe@hotmail.com 
Plan special events, take trips and enjoy fellowship with other “50+ers”.  Meets First Wednesday of the month at noon at Hibachi Grill 

4600 Durham-Chapel Hill Blvd, Durham, NC 27707 
 

Knights of Columbus.......................................................Russ Owen    
Catholic men’s group committed to giving back to the church and community, and helping to build stronger families. 
 

Legion of Mary .....................................................................Jessica Aguero 
Participate in prayer and dedication to the Rosary, with active work. 
 

Spanish Book Club ...............................................................Cecilia Koble cecilia.s.koble@gmail.com  
For those beyond basic Spanish: books can be read in English or Spanish and discussed in Spanish. 
 

Young Adults………………..................Fr. Hugh Macsherry (919) 282- 0722 macsherryh@icdurham.org  
Professionals and grad students in their 20s and 30s connect with others in the Triangle for faith and social activities. 
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Pastoral Care 
Bereavement Hospitality .....................................................Margie Burton ext. 260 burtonm@icdurham.org  
Provide hospitality receptions after funeral masses. 

 

Homebound ..........................................................................Margie Burton ext. 260 burtonm@icdurham.org   
Bring the Eucharist, a bulletin and good cheer to the homebound or those in health care facilities. 
 

Remain In My Love ......................................................................... RIML@icdurham.org   
Ministry that fosters a welcoming environment for the LGBTQ Community and their loved ones to grow in faith and live the love of God. 

 

Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) 
 

PROMOTING HUMAN DIGNITY (PHD) 
JPIC Book Studies ...............................................................Catherine Pleil cathpleil2019@gmail.com  
Small-group book studies focusing on Catholic social teaching themes.  
 

Bread for the World: Offering of Letters ..........................Mike Eberst meberst@hotmail.com   
Provides parishioners with the opportunity to advocate for policies and programs that work to end hunger. 
 

Durham CROP Hunger Walk  ...........................................Katushka Olave olavek@icdurham.org 

 ....................................................................................Bob Wiethe wiethe@hotmail.com 
The annual Durham CROP Hunger Walk combines fun and fundraising to raise money for hungry people throughout the world.  
 

Families Moving Forward  ..................................................Patricia Basta patricia_basta@unc.edu 
Providing shelter and comprehensive services to families experiencing homelessness in Durham. 
 

Friends of Saint Francis (Post JustFaith Group)  .............Maryann Crea maryannbcrea@gmail.com   
A small group of parishioners (who have completed a JustFaith programs) dedicated to more complex social justice issues. 
 

Furniture Project of Durham (FPOD)  ..............................Mike Jenista jenista.michael@gmail.com                                                                                                       

Sandy Evans sandyevans519@gmail.com 
A JPIC ministry providing furniture and houseware for those transitioning from homelessness to housing throughout Durham. 
 

Gun Violence Prevention Ministry .....................................Theresa Hoke theresa.hoke@icloud.com 
Parishioners committed to faith-based healing, support, safety, and prevention for all affected by gun. 
 

Habitat for Humanity of Durham ......................................Bob Wiethe (919) 682-3785 wiethe@hotmail.com 
Supporting efforts to eliminate substandard housing, making decent, affordable, and sustainable housing available to all. 
 

Health and Wellness ............................................................Katushka Olave olavek@icdurham.org   
Work to increase access to free or low-cost health care to un- and under-insured people. 
 

JustFaith  ..............................................................................Ken Chiha Ext. 293 chihak@icdurham.org 
Small-group social justice faith formation programs are offered by our JPIC, normally in the fall (September-November). 
 

Latina Mothers’ Playgroup  ................................................Katushka Olave olavek@icdurham.org 

Serve Spanish-speaking mothers with children ages 0-3, help develop nurturing parenting skills and share information and resources. 
 

Meals for the Hungry...........................................................Becky and Jeff Swoager (919) 943-6721 
Help prepare and/or serve one meal a month to our hungry sisters and brothers at Urban Ministry of Durham (UMD). 
 

Parents and Couples Support Group .................................Katushka Olave and Maria Hernandez-Emilio Gamboa 
 

Pregnancy and Infant Loss Support Ministry...................Christina Gebel cgebel@gmail.com  
JPIC support ministry for anyone who experienced loss in pregnancy and/or of an infant. 
 

Prison Ministries ..................................................................Ken Chiha Ext. 293 chihak@icdurham.org 
Help those incarcerated discover forgiveness, reconciliation, and God’s love through visits, letters, prayers, and advocacy. 
 

Racial Justice Ministry  .......................................................Barb Curran stoneagemom@gmail.com  

................................................................................................Lauren Lee Schewel llpettiette@gmail.com  
Addressing the issue of racial justice in our parish/local community and nationally through Catholic social teaching faith formation, 

advocacy, and action.  
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Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Cont. 
Saint Francis Builds (SFB)  .................................................Kevin Concannon kevin.t.concannon@gmail.com 
Housing repair in Eastern North Carolina. 
 

CARE FOR CREATION & ECONOMIC JUSTICE (CCEJ) 
Advent Alternative Gift Fair ..............................................Isabel Kovalik kovaliki@icdurham.org  Our annual 

JPIC Advent Alternative Gift Fair provides an opportunity to live out your faith in the spirit of the season. 
 

Community Garden and Assisi Preserve  ..........................Dan Schwankl 

................................................................................................Katushka Olave olavek@icdurham.org 
Provide education, resources, access, and help build community by growing food organically through sustainable gardening at ICC. 
 

Earth Day Fair  ....................................................................Isabel Kovalik kovaliki@icdurham.org  
Our annual parish-wide celebration of the Gospel call to care for our common home. 
  

COMMUNITY ORGANIZING, PEACE, AND GLOBAL SOLIDARITY (COPGS) 
Antorcha Guadalupana Torch Run ...................................Katushka Olave olavek@icdurham.org 
Antorcha Guadalupana is an annual relay run from Mexico City to New York City, culminating on the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

JPIC Community Organizing Core Team .........................Robert Singagliese singagliese@gmail.com  
 

Immigrates, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers ......................Ken Chiha Ext. 293 chihak@icdurham.org 

................................................................................................Ítalo Medelius italomedelius@gmail.com  
 

Interreligious Dialogue, Peace, and Global Solidarity .....Ken Chiha Ext. 293 chihak@icdurham.org 
Faith formation/focus on Jewish-Christian relations and Catholic peace/global solidarity efforts. 
  

Pentecost Multicultural Festival................................................. Katushka Olave olavek@icdurham.org 

Parish and School wide event to celebrate how the unique gifts and wonderful diversity of cultures in our community 

. 

Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Agency Partners 

Catholic Charities ..................................................................................................www.catholiccharitiesraleigh.org/  

Durham CAN .........................................................................................................www.durhamcan.org  

Durham Congregations in Action ........................................................................www.dcia.org 

Durham Nativity School........................................................................................www.durhamnativity.org/about.html  

Franciscan Action Network ..................................................................................www.franciscanaction.org/  

Franciscan Network on Migration .......................................................................www.redfranciscana.org/en/  

Habitat for Humanity of Durham ........................................................................www.durhamhabitat.org  

People of Faith Against the Death Penalty ..........................................................www.pfadp.org  

Religious Coalition for a Nonviolent Durham ....................................................www.nonviolentdurham.org  

Senior PharmAssist ...............................................................................................www.seniorpharmassist.org/home/  

Urban Ministries of Durham ................................................................................www.umdurham.org  

Witness for Peace ...................................................................................................www.wfpse.org  

 

Seasonal Opportunities 
Giving Tree 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Christmas Ornament Making 

Migrant Hygiene Kits 

Greener Lent 

Seasonal Book Studies 

Mother’s Day Rose Sale 

Community Sponsored Agriculture 

Valentine’s Day Fair Trade Chocolate Sale 
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